
Listing of Performances of Music by Vaughan Williams in New Zealand 
 

Compiled by David Barker of Wellington, New Zealand, in conjunction with his articles concerning 
performances of Vaughan Williams’s music in New Zealand from 1913-1970 published in the Ralph 
Vaughan Williams Society Journal 2026-2027. 
 

Date Work Performer(s) Venue 

1913 

11 October Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Harold Craxton Wellington Town Hall 

21 October Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Harold Craxton Theatre Royal, 
Christchurch 

27 October Silent Noon, The 
Roadside Fire 

Kennerley Rumford, Harold Craxton Garrison Hall, Dunedin 

1918 

10 September The Vagabond Mr HG M’Clymont, ?? Dunedin 

11 September The Vagabond, Bright 
is the Ring, The 
Roadside Fire 

Charles Clarkson, Orchestral 
Society/Alfred Bunz 

King’s Theatre, 
Christchurch 

1920 

10 May The Roadside Fire Mrs Cyril Towsey, Cyril Towsey Auckland Town Hall 

23 September Linden Lea Fraser Gange, Harold Elvins Choral Hall, Christchurch 

1921 

22 June Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Clarice Wood Auckland Town Hall 

21 July Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Clarice Wood Wellington Town Hall 

25 July Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Clarice Wood His Majesty’s Theatre, 
Dunedin 

23 August Songs of Travel Mr AL Cropp, ?? Scottish Society, 
Christchurch 

28 August Linden Lea Ernest Drake, local ensemble Opera House, 
Palmerston North 

30 August Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Miss Carbines Everybody’s Theatre, 
Palmerston North 

8 September Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Miss Ethel Bignell Opera House, Wanganui 

13 September Linden Lea Ernest Drake, ?? Opera House, Hawera 

13 September Linden Lea Archie Scott, Miss Muriel Little Southbridge Town Hall 

20 September Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Harold Morey New Plymouth 

8 October Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Clarice Wood Auckland Town Hall 

2 November Linden Lea Ernest Drake, Eva James Whangarei Town Hall 

6 December Linden Lea Ernest Drake, ?? Hamilton Town Hall 

14 December Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Grace Torrens Wellington Town Hall 

22 December Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Grace Torrens Theatre Royal, 
Christchurch 
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1921 (cont’d) 

31 December Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Grace Torrens Municipal Theatre, 
Napier 

1922 

2 January Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Grace Torrens Opera House, 
Palmerston North 

4 January Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Grace Torrens Opera House, Hawera 

5 January Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Grace Torrens Opera House, Wanganui 

6 May Mannin Veen Municipal Choir Auckland Town Hall 

26 August Linden Lea GW Johnstone, Miss Margaret 
Gawn 

Burns Hall, Dunedin 

1923 

15 January Linden Lea Westminster Glee Singers Wellington Town Hall 

2 February Linden Lea Ellis Vizard, Edward Branscombe  Opera House, 
Palmerston North 

10 February Linden Lea Ellis Vizard, Donald Reoid Auckland Town Hall 

20 March Linden Lea Barry Coney, ?? Auckland Town Hall 

17 June On Wenlock Edge, Far 
From Eve and Morning 

Mr CA Williams, ?? Art Gallery, Wellington 

3 June Rhosymedre Dr JC Bradshaw St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Dunedin 

21 September Linden Lea Mr T (or J) Swan (competition 
winner), Gavin Carter & Robert 
Foote (runners-up) & 7 others 

His Majesty’s Theatre, 
Dunedin 

27 September Linden Lea Alfred Cade, Mrs A English Hamilton Town Hall 

11 October To One Who Passed Ethel Osborn, ?? Wellington Town Hall 

November The Wasps Symphony Orchestra Greater Crystal Palace 
Cinema, Christchurch 

19 December Linden Lea Mr CA Williams, ?? King George Theatre, 
Lower Hutt 

1924 

3 June Rhosymedre Dr JC Bradshaw Christchurch Cathedral 

21/23 August Jack the Sailor Christchurch Male Voice Choir Choral Hall, Christchurch 

20 September The Winter is Gone Harmonic Society Wellington Town Hall 

7 October The Vagabond Mr DA Ewen Wellington 

1925 

27 January  The Roadside Fire Will Hutchens, Miss NK Williams St Mary's Hall, New 
Plymouth 

16 February Linden Lea Clive Carey, Frank Hutchens St Paul’s, Wanganui 

3 March Rhosymedre Dr JC Bradshaw Christchurch Cathedral 

2 May The Turtle Dove Wellington Harmonic Society Wellington Town Hall 
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1925 (cont’d) 

19/20 June English Folk Songs Empress Symphony Orchestra/Mr 
M Dixon 

Empress Theatre, 
Wellington 

30 June Linden Lea Reg Richards, Mrs Ernest Drake or 
Miss Ida Lungley 

Burns Hall, Dunedin 

21 July The Vagabond Mr E Thomas, Miss Ruby Turvey St Paul’s Hall, Wanganui 

6 August The Roadside Fire, 
Linden Lea 

Bro. FH Taylor, ?? Invercargill Orphans’ 
Club rooms 

12 September Mannin Veen Auckland Municipal Choir Auckland Town Hall 

16 September The Vagabond David Forsyth, ?? Dunedin 

19 September Suite for Military Band 
Seventeen Come 
Sunday 

Auckland Municipal Band Auckland Town Hall 

20 September The Winter is Gone Wellington Harmonic Society Wellington Town Hall 
(??) 

15 October Silent Noon Miss Baxter, ?? Barth Studio, Dunedin 

12 December  The Turtle Dove Wellington Harmonic Society Wellington Town Hall 

1926 

10 January Folk Song Suite Auckland Municipal Band Zoological Park, 
Auckland 

21 January Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Roy Ellett Auckland Town Hall 

2 February Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Roy Ellett Wellington Town Hall 

15 February Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Roy Ellett Christchurch 

25 February Silent Noon Kennerley Rumford, Roy Ellett His Majesty’s, Dunedin 

17 April Loch Lomond Dunedin Male Choir His Majesty’s, Dunedin 

5 May Linden Lea GW Johnstone, Dr Galway Farnsworth Hall, 
Dunedin 

6 July The Vagabond Mr D Forsythe, Miss M Gawne His Majesty’s, Dunedin 

7 July Old Folks At Home Royal Dunedin Male Choir His Majesty’s, Dunedin 

27 July  Linden Lea Arthur Jordan, Mrs RL Williams New Plymouth 

1 August, 
18 September 

Rhosymedre Maughan Barnett Auckland Town Hall 

16 September Silent Noon Barry Coney, Cyril Towsey Auckland Town Hall 

9 November Silent Noon Barry Coney, ?? Auckland Town Hall 

13 November Silent Noon Barry Coney, Leo Whittaker Auckland Town Hall 

1927 

9 February Silent Noon Eva Webb Jones, Mrs Trevor 
Thomas 

St Paul’s Hall, Wanganui 

19 March Silent Noon Barry Coney, Leo Whittaker Auckland Town Hall 

30 June Rhosymedre Dr JC Bradshaw Christchurch Cathedral 
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1927 (cont’d) 

27 July Linden Lea Stanley Foster, ?? Jellicoe Hall, 
Christchurch 

4 August My Johnny was a 
Shoemaker 

Christchurch Cathedral Male Voice 
Choir/Dr JC Bradshaw 

Christchurch Cathedral 

4 October  Silent Noon Mr LE Dalley (competition winner), 
George Crawford (runner-up) & 5 
others 

His Majesty’s Theatre, 
Dunedin 

27 September The Turtle Dove Royal Christchurch Choral Society Not known 

27/29 October The Golden Vanity Male Voice Choir Christchurch 

28 October Silent Noon Robert Mitchell, Mrs Drake Jubilee Hall, Dunedin 

1 November Silent Noon Barry Coney, Eric Waters Auckland Town Hall 

3 November Loch Lomond Male Choir Town Hall, Greymouth 
?? 

5 December The Turtle Dove Royal Dunedin Male Choir His Majesty’s, Dunedin 

1928 

1 February Here on My Throne 
(from Hugh The 
Drover) 

Miss Merle Miller, ?? Jellicoe Hall, 
Christchurch 

21 February Rhosymedre Dr JC Bradshaw Christchurch Cathedral 

3 March Two songs from Songs 
of Travel 

Roy Hill Pioneer Club, Wellington 

6 March The Old Folks at Home Royal Dunedin Male Choir Not known 

11 March Rhosymedre Maughan Barnett Auckland Town Hall 

29 March Linden Lea William Eastwood, Arthur Pacey Cosmopolitan Hall, 
Napier 

17 April Linden Lea Fraser Gange, Enid Conley  Wellington Town Hall 

25 April Bright is the Ring of 
Words 

Roy Hill, Douglas H. White Wellington Town Hall 

15 May Linden Lea Fraser Gange, Enid Conley  Auckland Town Hall 

10 June Silent Noon Mary Bald, ?? St Columba Hall, 
Greymouth 

20 June Silent Noon Barry Coney, Mrs Osborn Lyceum Club, Auckland 

25 June Shanandoah Master James Joynt, Male Voice 
Choir 

Concert Hall, 
Christchurch 

10 July Silent Noon William Watters, Edna Eyre Wanganui Town Hall 

29 July Rhosymedre Maughan Barnett Auckland Town Hall 

?? July Let Us Now Praise 
Famous Men 

Choir Archerfield School, 
Dunedin 

13 August Roadside Fire Miss Thomson, Miss Howard Palmerston North 
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1928 (cont’d) 

23 August  Silent Noon Mr AT Ziegler, Mr C Edwards, Mr 
Vincent, Mr S Lette (competition 
entrants) 

Gisborne Opera House 

19 September Silent Noon Douglas Suckling, Miss E 
Suckling 

New Municipal Concert 
Hall, Christchurch 

22 September Silent Noon Mrs Wilfred Andrews, ?? Wellington Town Hall 

11 & 25 
October 

Rhosymedre Dr JC Bradshaw Christchurch Cathedral 

17 November Mannin Veen Auckland Municipal Choir Auckland Town Hall 

6 December Linden Lea Ernest Jennings, Walter Impett 
(??) 

Lewis Eady Hall, 
Auckland 

6 December Shanandoah 
My Johnny was a 
Shoemaker 

Master James Joynt 
Mr P Angus 
Cathedral Choir 

Christchurch Cathedral 

30 December Fantasia on Christmas 
Carols 

?? St Luke’s, Christchurch 

1929 

12 April The Lark Ascending Constance Izard, Bernard Page Cosmopolitan Hall, 
Napier 

27 April Linden Lea Roy Hill, H. Temple White or 
Trevor Fisher  

Lyceum Club, Wellington 

3 May The Lark Ascending Constance Izard, Ernest Empson Burns Hall, Dunedin 

8 May The Lark Ascending Constance Izard, Ernest Empson Victoria Hall, Invercargill 

6 July  A Sea Symphony Royal Wellington Choral 
Union/John Bishop 

His Majesty’s, 
Wellington 

23 July The Turtle Dove Royal Dunedin Male Choir His Majesty’s, Dunedin 

24 July The Roadside Fire Will Hutchens, Gordon McBeth 
or Mrs Will Hutchens 

St Paul’s Hall, Wanganui 

16 September Linden Lea Westminster Glee Singers His Majesty’s, Auckland 

26 September Silent Noon Chrissie Ormiston, Mr L 
Schwabe 

Gisborne Opera House 

5 October Five English Folk Songs Christchurch Savage Club Not known 

10 October Rhosymedre Dr JC Bradshaw Christchurch Cathedral 

22 October Linden Lea Westminster Glee Singers Wellington Town Hall 

27 October Silent Noon Mrs Wilfred Andrews, Frank 
Thomas 

Wellington Town Hall 

7 December The Turtle Dove Wellington Harmonic Society Wellington Town Hall 

10 December Silent Noon Mrs Ramsay, Mrs Ginn Dominion Farmers' 
Institute Hall, Wellington 

 
 
 


